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911 ORGANIZES CHRISTMAS ROUND-A- BOUT COMPETITION
As part of its ongoing public education and merging of community spirit, 911 Emergency Communications has organized a “Christmas Round-a-bout beautification competition” to take place on Providenciales during the months of December 2009 and January 2010. 

Once the competition begins, members of the public can visit the 911 website www.911tci.com to cast their votes for the round-a-bout they consider to be the best decorated.  To vote, persons must use the official name of the round-a-bout. This will also help the public to become more familiar with their correct names.

In addition, there will be paper ballots in the newspapers that can be completed and dropped off at the 911 Centre.  The competition will also include fun quiz competitions for residents with prize draws. To enter, persons will need to know their address.

The main goal of this competition is to create awareness of the new 911 system; to help residents become familiar with road signs, street names and teach residents how to give better directional information when requesting assistance in an emergency. It also encourages residents to visit the 911 website for up-to-date information.


Participants in this competition are:-

· Grace Bay Resorts and Veranda

· I G A

· Third Turtle & Tourist Board

· LIME

· PPC

· Rotary Club

· Seven Stars

· TCI Hotel Association
911 Programme Manager, Ms Juliette Gooding, said:

“This idea of a competition stemmed from the need to get the community involved in the 911 system and as a reminder of how important the role of the public becomes during an emergency.  Having a fun event which focuses on promoting the benefits of a good 911 system is extremely important and timely.”

Mr Elery James, Assistant 911 Programme Manager, assisted by Carla Cartwright, has undertaken this project and Mr James has been doing an outstanding job in getting sponsors organized and moving the competition forward.  He said that he is quite pleased with the participation and enthusiasm of the sponsors so far and he is confident that the public will become actively involved in voting for the best decorated round about.  He also hopes that each sponsor will continue after the competition has ended, to keep their round about well groomed and beautifully decorated in keeping with the theme “Beautiful by Nature”.
In order to provide an acceptable level of service, the 911 Communication Centre has embarked on a programme to name all the streets within the Turks & Caicos.  Although the street naming exercise is almost complete on Providenciales and residents are eager to begin using their official street addresses, there is still a need to break the indigenous culture of using landmarks and people’s names to identify buildings when giving directions. In an emergency setting time is of the essence and can mean the difference between life or death.

It is the intention of the 911 Communication Centre through various educational programmes for schools, the business sector and the general public to encourage all to use the official street and building address.

The 911 Centre has set the opening date of its centre for 2nd January 2010.

Notes to editors:

About 911

The mission of the 911 Emergency Service is to provide 24 hour response to all emergency calls requiring Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Services within these islands. The project has been underway since the arrival of the Project Manager, Ms Juliette Gooding, in April 2008. The first stage of the project involves an extensive street naming exercise (focusing primarily on Providenciales and subsequently to other islands in the chain), establishing the necessary IT and radio infrastructure, training staff in the 911 call centre as well as emergency services partners (police, ambulance, fire brigade). The system for Providenciales is expected to become fully operational in January 2010.

Contributing to 911

Contributions for 911 are being collected in a special account set up by CrimeStoppers at FirstCaribbean International Bank. To make a donation, cheques should be made out to: Crime Stoppers Turks and Caicos – Donations. These can be dropped off at any of the local banks with the bank manager, at FirstCaribbean (where the account is held) or posted to CrimeStoppers – P.O. Box 621, Providenciales. Otherwise, donations can be deposited in the CrimeStoppers Turks and Caicos – Donations account number 10497700 at any FirstCaribbean bank or by wire transfer.

For further information 

Please contact Juliette Gooding, 911 Project Manager on manager@911tci.com or telephone 946 5255;   Mr Elery James, Assistant 911 Programme Manager at tci911@tciway.tc.
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